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Niu
Maka
Kupuna Councils gather on O´ahu
Papa Ola Lōkahi recently convened kūpuna
councils from all islands to discuss diverse
issues related to providing traditional
Hawaiian healing modalities through
health care delivery systems at the Native
Hawaiian Health Care Systems (NHHCSs).
It was a good opportunity to freely share
their stories with one another.

Kūpuna of Hui No Ke Ola Pono, Maui (L-R): Dr. Irwin Eli, Boardmember Sarajean Tokunaga, Kupuna Councilmembers Richard
Ho‘opi‘i, Sr., Kahilihiwa Kīpapa, Geraldine Kalawaia, POL kūpuna
Aunty Betty Jenkins & Kapi‘iohookalani Lyons Naone, council chair.

From Kaua‘i, representing Ho‘ōla Lāhui Hawai‘i (L-R):
Erin Cobb-Adams, Ginger Saiki & Sean Chun.

From Kupuna Laau Lapaau o Hawaii: (far left) Kaohu Chang
Monfort and from E Ola Mau (L-R): Loretta Hussey, Momi Kamau,
Nanette Mossman Judd & Sophie Adversalo.

Authorized by the Native Hawaiian Health
Care Improvement Act, or NHHCIA,
Hawai’i Revised Statutes 453(2) and Act
304, Papa Ola Lōkahi has been facilitating
discussions among the Kupuna Councils
around these issues. The work has been
supported by the Office of Hawaiian
Affairs, POL board member, since 2007.
“The practitioners have for years been
struggling with the many issues: liability,
fitting into the health system, perpetuating
the practices and more,” explains Babette
L. Galang, director of Traditional and
Complementary Health at POL. “I’m so
excited to see that although each council’s
approach is different, they’re all ready to
move forward.”
POL recently developed and delivered
slide presentations to the NHHCSs that
describe the NHHCIA and policy history
around certification and licensure of
traditional healers. This helped to lay the
foundation for the gathering.
Models of service delivery will differ from
island to island, System to System. Each
Kupuna Council, composed of at least
three (3) Native Hawaiian practitioners
from their respective communities, shall
provide oversight.
More Kupuna Council gatherings are being
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planned this year, including
some that will engage
NHHCS board members
and others who make
decisions that often impact
the practitioners.
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MAI KA
PELEKIKENA
Ke kokolio ka hau o uka,
ko mai ka nae ‘a‘ala o ke kiele.

Welina mai,
The proverb
above invokes
one who bears
happy tidings.
We are happy to
welcome new executive director Sharlene
Chun-Lum to Papa Ola Lōkahi, and enthusiastically looking at our mission with
fresh eyes and new energy.
We are pleased that the Systems are
getting together every month, and thrilled
to announce 14 new scholars have been
recommended for the Native Hawaiian
Health Scholarship this year.
E ‘ōpū ali‘i.
We are tickled that Hardy Spoehr, ED
for more than 19 years, finally gets to
retire. Hardy led POL with the kindness,
generosity and even temper of a chief. To
Hardy, we say simply, “a hui hou.”
We are glad to share with you some of
the work of POL’s programs, and we will
continue to share more stories about the
happy work being generated in our
communities.
E ola mau,
Vivian Ainoa, President

PROGRAMS
Census Information Center
holds training
The Papa Ola Lōkahi Census
Information Center, in partnership
with the U.S. Census Bureau’s Los
Angeles Regional Office, completed
its first DataFerrett training workshop in Honolulu on April 9, 2014.
DataFerrett is a versatile data
analysis and extraction tool used to
customize federal, state and local
data to unique requirements.
Learners could select microdata,
aggregate, longitudinal and time
series data. Additionally, they had
access to 22 familiar datasets, such as
American Community Survey (ACS),
American Housing Survey,
County Business Patterns, Current
Population Survey, Decennial Public
Use Microdata, National Health
Interview Survey, Small Area
Income and Poverty Estimates, and
more.
The training room was full of
attendees excited to access such rich
datasets. By the end of the
workshop, empowered participants
were completing data extraction
exercises and developing data
spreadsheets on their own.

This tool also offers Hawai´i data users
improved choices when selecting the
“alone or in any combination”
category, a race category that is widely
used here.
Mahalo nui loa to the Department of
Native Hawaiian Health at the UH
medical school for providing access to
the excellent computer lab at the
Medical Education Building in
Kaka‘ako Makai.
CIC workshops are free and all who
attend are welcomed to complete their
evaluations and offer suggestions for
future trainings. The next census data
workshop will be on the American
Community Survey one-year dataset,
scheduled for release in September
2014.
To access Census Bureau data or ask a
data question, please contact Momi
Fernandez at (808) 597.6550 x804.
Mahalo!

‘Imi Hale — Native Hawaiian Cancer Network
‘Imi Hale continues to provide
training and mentorship in cancer
health disparities, research and to
develop educational materials. Its
flagship program, Ho‘okele i ke Ola
- Cancer Patient Navigation
Training has recently completed its
13th training.

DataFerrett enables users to develop
complex spreadsheets and convert
them to maps and graphs without
additional software.

The annual Cancer Patient Navigation
conference is scheduled for August
28-29, 2014 in Honolulu.
To learn more about ‘Imi Hale’s
activities, see our latest newsletter, or
download any of our health education
materials, visit our website at
www.imihale.org.
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Improving Veterans’ Access to Care

MAI KA PO‘O

Aloha kākou,
Good news for veterans here in Hawai´i: a new measure
making its way through Congress proposes that Veterans
Affairs shall consult with POL and enter into contracts with
the Native Hawaiian Health Care Systems to deliver health
care services to veterans in Hawai´i.
“Our veterans will get the quality, culturally appropriate
care they seek,” says Veterans Education Program director
Clay Park. “And we’ll be doing our part to help VA reduce
its wait time and improve access to health services.”
The Veterans Access to Care Act of 2014 (S. 2450, Title 3,
Sec. 304) was warmly received by both houses in Congress
in June. It is in the final stages of refinement and approval.
Clay Park has reached out to veterans around the islands,
most recently on Maui. At the annual Hāna Community
Health & Wellness Fair, he helped to navigate almost two
dozen veterans through the VA system. While on Maui, he
also met with several homestead groups.
Park delivered the keynote presentation this past spring at
the 4th Annual Veterans Conference, sponsored by the
University of Hawai´i at Mānoa. We will miss him when
he leaves POL at the end of summer, but we know his
dedication to working with veterans will continue.

Voyaging to Health
This online exhibit, put together by
the National Library of Medicine
(NLM) with the kōkua of POL and
other Hawaiian organizations,
explores the history of Kaho‘olawe
and traditional voyaging, and how
the resurgence of Hawaiian culture helped heal the soul of
the community.
Papa Ola Lōkahi has continued this relationship with NLM
by making recommendations as to how NLM can further its
involvement in the Mālama Honua—Worldwide Voyage
(WWV), which is currently underway in the Pacific.
NLM & POL have supported a portion of the WWV’s
communications efforts, pre-voyage education and training
of food preparation, and the preparation of kalo and/or
pa‘i‘ai during the Mālama Hawai‘i leg in 2013.
Learn more about the exhibit at
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/news/voyage_display.html

Since coming on board as
Executive Director of Papa Ola
Lōkahi (POL) in January 2014, it’s
been a packed six months—from
making things pono in our own hale
to time spent establishing relationships and collaborations with our
local and federal partners in San Francisco, Washington, DC and
Rockville, MD.
I’ve been blessed to meet and work with many dedicated
individuals, each of whose focus is on improving the health of our
Native Hawaiian people. The POL Board members, staff, and the
Executive Directors (EDs) of the Native Hawaiian Health Care
Systems (NHHCSs) have welcomed me and we are moving forward
together. The NHHCS EDs and I meet regularly to discuss common
issues, available resources, and to brainstorm strategies. POL is in
the process of reorganizing our staff to better serve the NHHCSs and
others as we develop a master plan that will guide us to raise the
level of health for our people to the highest levels possible. The need
for and will to collaborate is exciting!
The return of this newsletter is a small effort to have better
communication with you. We look forward to hearing from you and
finding ways to support each other.
E ala! E alu! E kuilima! ~ Up! Together! Join hands!
Sharlene Chun-Lum, Executive Director
NIU MAKA
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Newsletter contributions from Vivian Ainoa, Sharlene Chun-Lum, Clay
Park, Babette Galang, Momi Fernandez, JoAnn Tsark, Sam Low,
Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement, Gayle Bonham, Tom Foye
and Kim Ku‘ulei Birnie.
Photos courtesy Aaron Yoshino, RK Blaisdell, Babette Galang, Bill
Harby, Kim Ku‘ulei Birnie and POL archives.
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E HO‘OMAIKA‘I
Book of the Year

Hawaiki Rising—a book by author Sam
Low, about the voyaging canoe Hōkūle‘a,
his cousin navigator Nainoa Thompson,
and the Hawaiian Renaissance—was
supported, in large part, by Papa Ola
Lōkahi.

Kauka Blaisdell, PhD

Released in 2013, it has won the 2014
Nautilus Award, the 2014 Silver Ben
Franklin Award, and Ka Palapala Po‘okela
2014 Book of the Year including the
awards for Excellence in Hawaiian
Language, Culture and History and
Excellence in Non-Fiction.
Congratulations to Low for bringing this
Hawaiian, yet universal, story to light.
In line with our Voyaging to Health and
Wellness initiative, Papa Ola Lōkahi is
pleased to have been able to distribute
books to libraries, schools and student
voyaging programs throughout our
islands.

National appointment
Congratulations to POL executive
director Sharlene Chun-Lum who has
been appointed by the Council for
Native Hawaiian Advancement
(CNHA) to the Health Policy committee of the National Council of Asian
Pacific Americans. She will participate
in national health policy discussions
related to Native Hawaiian, Pacific
Islander and Asian American
communities.
"We are more than excited to add one
more of our members to NCAPA's
policy committees," shared CNHA
president Michelle Kauhane in a news
release. "Our members have extensive
experience and knowledge to offer to
the national level policy discussions
and now have an opportunity to make
impactful changes that help all of us.”

On May 17, 2014, The University of
Hawai‘i at Mānoa awarded an Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters to
Richard Kekuni Akana Blaisdell
during the Spring 2014 Commencement.
Kekuni was appointed the first chair of

Pi‘i mai nei i ka pali me he ‘a‘ama la.
One who goes beyond his or her limit.

New publication
Recently released, this
new resource is useful
to anyone in need of
the most up-to-date
demographic data.

the department of medicine at the new
UH School of Medicine (1966). While in
the position, he helped to establish
clinical training programs in Saipan,
Palau, Chuuk, Pohnpei and Okinawa.
In 1983, he authored the first report
linking the declining health of Kānaka
Maoli to social, economic, land(less),
and political indicators. Kekuni went
on, with others, to draft the initial
Native Hawaiian Health Improvement

Native Hawaiians
& Pacific Islanders
A Community of Contrasts,
2014, in the United States
This resource was published by EPIC and
Asian Americans Advancing Justice.
JoAnn Tsark, Nia Aitaoto, Hardy Spoehr,
Momi Fernandez and Mei-Ling Isaacs, all
of POL, contributed to this publication.
To order or download a copy:
http://empoweredpi.org/demographic-report/.

Act (1988) and help to charter Papa Ola
Lōkahi and two of the Native Hawaiian
Health Care Systems. He also helped
establish E Ola Mau and ‘Ahahui o nā
Kauka.
He has received numerous honors,
including POL’s Ka‘ōnohi Award in
1994. He currently serves as a kupuna
member of Papa Ola Lōkahi’s board.
We couldn’t be more proud to know Dr.
Kekuni Blaisdell, MD, PhD.
E ola, e ola, e ola nā kini ē!
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Aloha ‘oe, Hardy

Events

Kamalu-mālama-o-ka-ho´ōla, the caring peace that brings well-being.
HAWAI‘I
July 20, 2014. Ho‘omau. Hale Koa Hotel.
Queen Emma Hawaiian Civic Club honors
Gerard K. Akaka, MD, Baron Kaho‘ola
Ching, MD & David Paperny, MD.
July 26, 2014. 48th Annual JABSOM Alumni
Event. Honolulu Zoo. Website. By UH
John A. Burns School of Medicine Alumni
Association.
August 2, 2014. Kalaniana‘ole Scholarship
Pā‘ina. Waikīkī Beach Marriott. Prince
Kūhiō Hawaiian Civic Club honors
Charman J. Akina, MD, DeeJay Mailer &
others. Website.
August 16-17, 2014. Ho‘okū‘ikahi Establishment Day—Hawaiian Cultural Festival.
Website. Pu‘u Koholā.
August 22-24, 2014. 18th Annual East
Hawai‘i IPA Health Care Symposium.
Website. Maunalani Bay Resort, Waikoloa.
August 28-29, 2014. Ho‘okele i ke Ola—
Patient Navigator Annual Conference.
Honolulu. Presented by ‘Imi Hale.
September 6, 2014. Hawaii Health
Workforce Summit. Hilton Hawaiian
Village. Presented by Hawaii-Pacific
AHEC.
September 10-11, 2014. North Shore Food
Summit. Waimea Valley & Turtle Bay
Resort. Presented by many partners.
September 18-20, 2014. He Huliau 2014.
‘Aulani Resort, Kapolei. Website.

This name—given to Hardy Spoehr by Aunty Malia Craver when he
was awarded the Kako´o iā Kalaniana´ole Award —couldn’t better
describe the man at the helm of Papa Ola Lōkahi for almost 20 years.
Throughout his tenure at POL, he maintained focus on kūpuna and
community wisdom, maintained relationships in Washington DC, and
brought POL to the international indigenous healing arena. He understood the
connection between Hawaiian health and Hawaiian cultural well-being. An historian, he
published and supported others to research historical aspects of Hawaiian well-being.
He led with an innate kindness and generosity that was always present. Best wishes and
aloha from all of us to Hardy. A hui hou.

Hali‘a aloha
Papa Ola Lōkahi has recently honored the memories of two community leaders, who
championed Hawaiian well-being and advocated for nurturing, healing heath care environments.
Kenneth Francis Ii Brown, who supported the early E Ola Mau studies, helping the
data wend its way through Washington DC to become law. Kenny always celebrated
Hawaiian culture and values, asserting them as the foundation for a healthy people.
Loretta Deliana Fuddy, who blended her experience working with Hawai‘i’s families
with her passion to improve the health status of the host community. So committed was
she that she personally represented the Department of Health at POL board meetings.

Hawaiian Health at the Legislature
A sample of the bills we tracked at the Hawai‘i State Legislature in 2014:

September 30-October 2, 2014. 12th
Annual Native Hawaiian Convention.
Hawai‘i Convention Center. Website.
October 26—
November 2, 2014.
55th Convention of
the Association of
Hawaiian Civic
Clubs. Website.
Waikoloa Marriott.

E lawe i ke a‘o a
malama,
a e ‘oi mau ka na‘auao.
Take your teachings,
apply them and increase
your knowledge.

CONTINENTAL U.S.
August 5-8, 2014. American Psychological
Association’s Convention 2014. Washington D.C. Info: website. Annual meeting
of the APA. Up to 81 CE.
November 15-19, 2014. Healthography,
142nd Annual Meeting & Exposition of
APHA. New Orleans, Louisiana. Info:
website. CE available.

Relating to Health Planning. Bills amending the current state
planning process to integrate the social determinants of health
that especially impact Native Hawaiians and Filipinos in
Hawai‘i. The bill was further amended to be consistent with the
intent and language of the Native Hawaiian Health Care
Improvement Act (title 42 USC section 11702, 1988), which
recognizes the impact of social determinants on the health status
of Hawaiian community. Outcome: passed with amendments citing NHHCIA; House and
Senate versions signed into law by Governor Abercrombie on June 30, 2014. Link to measure.
Relating to Home Birth. There were many and diverse objections to this bill instilling the
medical board as the authority over home birth practitioners of all kinds. Most relevant to
Papa Ola Lōkahi were the references to Hawaiian traditions of hāpai and hānau. Although the
board had not taken a position on the issue, POL was called upon to share with hearing
committee members that the NHHCIA recognizes traditional Hawaiian healing practices, and
that kūpuna councils are established to define and oversee relevant issues. Outcome: The bill
was gutted and amended, then it languished while waiting to be heard by Ways and Means.
Relating to Licensure and Regulation of Herbal Therapists. Although Hawaiian healers were
explicitly excluded from all the measures introduced, POL monitored to be sure no changes
were made that would impact lā‘au lapa‘au or other traditional practices and/or practitioners.
Outcome: bills did not advance.
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PAPA OLA LŌKAHI
Papa Ola Lōkahi, Native Hawaiian Health
Board, is a consortium of Native Hawaiian
organizations and public agencies working
to improve the health and wellness of
Native Hawaiians and others. Established
in 1987 by representatives from more than
20 organizations focused on the health issues of the Native Hawaiian
community, Papa Ola Lōkahi is recognized by the Native Hawaiian Health
Care Improvement Act.
Ka ‘Ikena ~ Vision

Ke Ola Mamo

A thriving Native community composed of healthy individuals & families
informed about their rich heritage and culture, living in a state of lōkahi
(unity), and making informed choices and responsible decisions in a safe
island society that is pono (in proper order).
Ke Ala Mālamalama ~ Mission
To improve the health status and wellbeing of Native Hawaiians & others by
advocating for, initiating and maintaining culturally appropriate strategic
actions aimed at improving the physical, mental and spiritual health of
Native Hawaiians and their ‘ohana (families) and empowering them to
determine their own destinies.

